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moved by the pathos of his situation, would come to th*
rescue.

Fortunately for him, Mary Anne survived. She had sworn
never to hear him speak in the House until he became Prime
Minister, and she rather wanted to hear him speak in the House,
She was getting old now, but old women are tenacious of life and
ambitious, and Mary Anne refused to let influenza rob her of the
sight of Dizzy in Prime-Ministerial glory addressing a House of
Commons which hung on his words*

Mary Anne recovered, and Disraeli recovered, and in January,
1855, the Coalition fell, defeated by a majority of 157. The
Queen sent for Lord Derby, He failed to form a Government,
Palmerston became Prime Minister, and Disraeli found himself
doomed to the wilderness once more at the age of fifty. Not a
very encouraging state of affairs for Mary Anne at sixty-two,
scarcely recovered from acute nervous debility.

Yet there were consolations. Mary Anne and her Dizzy
dined at the Palace in 1856* The Queen said that being an early
riser and addicted to cold shower baths she never caught cold.

In the summer they betook themselves to Spa, because
Disraeli had been told to drink the waters, and where he went
Mary Anne went also. She was a seasoned traveller by now, but
the days had gone by when, as at Cassel, she would get up at
half-past five, and walk three hundred miles in three months.
Queen Victoria might take her cold showers and welcome, but
Queen Victoria was only thirty-seven- Dizzy now suffered from
nervous debility, and Mary Anne found herself completely
occupied with the care of him* In combating his nervous
debility she probably forgot about her own.

Spa she found exceedingly gay and pretty with lime trees and
a vast concourse of carriages, Disraeli wrote to Mrs. Willyams
and referred to the water of the Spa as "the renovating element"
which suggests that he could not have felt quite so intensely ill
as he claimed to feel

They lingered on happily at Spa seeing a few people, but
not too many. They had quitted England without leaving an
address, and so no letters or political rumours came to trouble
their solitude. Disraeli was tired of effacing himself on behalf of
Derby, who never showed any courage in a political crisis, and
longed for peace. Mary Anne longed for it equally with him.
At present they were out of office and looked like remaining
there, so why not make the most of a holiday*
Dreaming, she recaptured the days of her honeymoon when